Ramblings week 260.

The United States of America have been celebrating their Independence from the British – 250 years of it! I have worded that I hope correctly, as I read a blog making it clear that the celebration is the Independence NOT the 250 years! – I note that this is Ramblings week 260 – and so I am marking 5 years of writing Ramblings – It started with a polite “can you write a few lines for the weekly Notices” – the original idea was to stay less than one side of A4, but that sort of changed to 2 sides of A4 somewhere along the line!
I wonder how many people outside of the US have actually read the opening paragraph to Declaration of Independence – Wikipedia states 
“The Declaration of Independence, headed The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America on the original signed document, is the founding document of the United States. On July 4, 1776, it was adopted unanimously by the Second Continental Congress, who were convened at the Pennsylvania State House, later renamed Independence Hall, in Philadelphia. These delegates became known as the nation's Founding Fathers. The Declaration explains why the thirteen colonies regarded themselves as independent sovereign states no longer subject to British colonial rule, and has become one of the most circulated, reprinted, and influential documents in history.
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
In the current state of the US nation, I have to smile that the arguments put forward where I have highlighted, whilst clearly aimed at the despotism of the British [and my reading of this period of history would support that view] those same arguments can all too easily be aimed at the current administration!! The great weakness of this document is the ability of “the People” to actually “alter or abolish” a form of Government that has become “destructive” to the rights focused on Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As I reflect I find myself thinking of the reading from Matthew 11 last week – It is the story of the children in the market place
[bookmark: 18]16To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:
17‘We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,
[bookmark: 19]and you did not mourn.’
[bookmark: 20]18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at this glutton and drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is vindicated by her actions.”
Discontent – but no action! It surely is one thing to be discontent, but it is another thing to actually do something about it – Our modern society seeks “more” – an underlying sense that we all have a right to more and more – and when that is not forthcoming, discontentment is waiting to show its face. Social media and the whole speed of communication allows us to instantly express our discontentment, but almost all the time this discontentment does not lead to action that will bring improvement. 
In my very first ramblings – Week 1 – I ended by quoting from “Queen”
Action this day, action this night
We've gotta learn to learn to live to love
You can't say it ain't right
Action this day, action this night
Ooh, you've got the power, you've got the power
You've got the power to love and to live
You can't say it ain't right
The last verse of the quote from Matthew 11 above, states “But wisdom is vindicated by her actions” – In Romans 12, Paul writes 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
This is the Metanoia – the turning the world upside down – Yes I get discontented by the state of the world – the state of our nation – the state of our churches – and I can be quite vocal about that discontentment – but if all I have to offer is that voice of discontentment, then I have no value – I believe in The Kingdom – the breaking in of this Kingdom that Jesus again and again refers to – To use George Verwer’s words – I want to see a Revolution of Agape – It took a revolution – The American Revolution – to achieve the settlement with George 111’s government that led to the Declaration of Independence – 
Action this day - Winston Churchill famously coined the phrase in October 1941 after receiving a desperate plea for staff and resources from the codebreakers (including Alan Turing) at Bletchley Park. Churchill responded with a handwritten note to his Chief of Staff, General Ismay, stating: "Action this day. Make sure they have all they want on extreme priority and report to me that this has been done." 
After 250 years – after just 5 years – Action this day is perhaps a good motto – What will I do this day for God’s Kingdom? What will you do this day for that kingdom?
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